[Medical treatment of inoperable malignant glioma. Non-superselective intra-arterial chemotherapy with HECNU followed by conventional radiotherapy].
Forty-six cases of non-surgical malignant glioma were treated by several repeated infusion of non-superselective intra-arterial chemotherapy using HECNU, followed by conventional radiotherapy. Chemotherapy was well tolerated immediately. Good responses rate was 46% for the whole group, but was higher in anaplastic astrocytomas (71%) than in glioblastomas (43%). The median survival for responders was 17 months, and clinical improvement was observed in a large majority of them. Later, neurological or ophthalmological ipsilateral complications of varying severity were observed in 8.7% and 15% of the cases respectively. Despite these complications the treatment was generally well tolerated and gave in responders a longer survival with better comfort.